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Jaint Line Cruisers
LA MONTAGNE - LA COLLANCELLE,

58 - CORBIGNY, FRANCE

4 & 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
on the French Rivers and Canals

Continuous Hot and Cold Water
Navigation Charts
Flush Toilets
Transistor Radios
Hot Showers
Economical Diesel EnginesE
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WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
AFLOAT? WRITE NOW FOR 44 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE

Please mention WINDLASS when replying to advertisements

| “ADVENTURESS”
FOR YOUR PARTY CRUISE THROUGH

キ THE LOVELY

ド STORT VALLEY
Trips from ①テ

一

③ hours. Fully licensed Refreshments.
Sunshine roof, sidescreens if wet.

Toilet on board.
Coupled with set meals in the OLD GRANARY if required.
NOW AN OPPORTUNITY OF SEEING THE WATER
WHEEL RUNNING. MOORINGS AVAILABLE IN SECLUD-
ED AND SECURE SURROUNDINGS.

S.A.E. LEA and STORT HIRE CRUISES,
LITTLE HALLINGBURY MILL,

Nr., BISHOPS STORTFORD, HERTS.
Tel.: BISHOPS STORTFORD 723568
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, SURPLVHG ODVW WLPH WR ZULWH DERXW DQJO²
HUV DQG RWKHU ZDWHU XVHUV � EHLQJ FRQFHUQHG
WR FRPSDUH RXU UHVSHFWLYH SOLJKW
V LQ WKH
IDFH RI WKRVH QDVW\ 5:$µV� $QGY\RX PD\
UHPHPEHU WKH (GLWRU RQFH DVNLQJ IRU WKH
YLHZV RI DQ\ DQJOLQJ PHPEHU RI ,:$� WR
ZKLFK UHTXHVW , JDWKHU WKHUH ZDV DQ DOPLJ²
KW\ VLOHQFH� :KLFK VXUSULVHV PH OLWWOH�
EXW SHUWXUEV PH JUHDWO\� JLYHQ RXU
 SUHVVLQJ
QHHG IRU DOOLHV LQ FXUUHQW EDWWOHV�
)RU ZK\ RQ HDUWK VKRXOG DQ DQJOHU MRLQ WKH
,:$" , NQRZ WKDW WKH IRUPDO VWDWHPHQW RI
,:$ DLPV FRYHUV ´ERWK FRPPHUFLDO DQG
SOHDVXUH WUDIILF� DQJOHUV� ZDWHU VXSSO\�
UDPEOHUV DQG DOO DVSHFWV RI PXOWL�IXQFWLR²
QDO XVH� � EXW DJUHH ZLWK WKH ODPHQW LQ WKH
FXUUHQW ,:$ %XOOHWLQ� WKDW ZH DUH VWLOO
VHHQ DV EHLQJ WRR FRQFHUQHG ZLWK ERDW
RZQLQJ DQG FUXLVLQJ�
$Q\ UHOHYDQW IDFWV" :HOO� LW VR KDSSHQV
WKDW , ZDV EURZVLQJ WKURXJK D YROXPH RQ
5HVHDUFK LQ )UHVKZDWHU %LRORJ\� DQG H[WUD²
FWHG IURP LWV EDFN DQG WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ
WKDW RXU LQODQG ZDWHUV DSSDUHQWO\ VXSSRUW
WKH IROORZLQJ UHFUHDWLRQDO SDUWLFLSDQWV�
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7KLV ZRXOG VHHP WR JLYH
WKH ILVKLQJ IUDWHUQLW\�
VLQFH WKHUH DUH VSHFLHV
ILVKHUPHQ� FDVWLQJ RYHU

SUH�HPLQHQFH WR
:DLW� WKRXJK�
RI JDPH DQG FRDUVH
IDVW DQG VORZ

ULYHUV� ODNHV DQG UHVHUYRLUV DQG WKH VHD�
DV ZHOO DV FDQDOV� )XUWKHU� RI WKH ���
RI FRDUVH DQJOHUV ZKR SUHVHQWO\ ILVK FDQDOV
RQO\ KDOI SUHIHU VR WR GR� DV WKH VHD DQG
LWV ULYHUV VHHP PRUH DWWUDFWLYH� %HDU LQ
PLQG� WRR� WKDW WKH FDQDOV DQG ULYHUV KDYH
GHFOLQHG DV ILVKHULHV � ZKLOVW WKH ERXQGHG
ODNHV DQG UHVHUYRLUV UHPDLQ PRUH FRQVLVWHQW
HYHQ LI QRW LGHDO DV VSRUW� )LQDOO\� WKLV
QDWLRQDO SLFWXUH PXVW KLGH D ORW RI ORFDO
YDULDWLRQ ² WKHUH
 � QRW YHU\ PXFK FDQDO LQ
WKH 6RXWK²(DVW� OLWWOH HOVH LQ WKH :HVW
0LGODQGV�

'DPH 0DUJRW )RQWH\Q DQG 6LU -RKQ %HWMHPDQ�
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:KDW GRHV WKLV LPSO\ IRU RXU FDPSDLJQLQJ
FRDOLWLRQV DJDLQVW WKH 5:$
V� IURP ZKLFK
WKH DQJOLQJ ERGLHV VHHP WR EH PLVVLQJ"
, VXVSHFW WKDW WKH VWUHQJWK RI WKLV SDU²
WLFXODU PXOWL²IXQFWLRQDO XVHU OLHV LQ LWV
ORFDO VRFLHWLHV� HVSHFLDOO\ ZKHUH WKH\
FRQWURO ORFDO ZDWHUV� $QG WKHUH DUH VLJQV
WKDW VRPH PD\ VHH EHQHILWV IURP UHJLRQDO
ZDWHUVKHG FRQWURO� DQG HYHQ VRPH LPSURYH�
PHQW LQ WKH FRPSOH[ OLFHQVLQJ SDWWHUQ LQ
WKHLU DUHD� ZKLOVW VRFLHWLHV FRYHUHG E\
VHYHUDO 5:$µV VKDUH WKH VDPH IHDUV DV WKH
ERDW RZQHUV LQ WHUPV RI GLIIHULQJ VWDQGDUGV
DQG H[FHVVLYH OLFHQFH FRVWV�
7KXV � LQ WKH 0LGODQGV � , QRWH WKDW WKH
$VKE\ DQJOHUV ZRUN FORVHO\ ZLWK LWV &DQDO
$VVRFLDWLRQ IRU EHWWHU EDQNLQJ DQG GUHGJ²
LQJ� VLQFH ´ZH VWRFN RXU OHQJWK� DQG WKH
ILUVW ERDW DORQJ D WKUHH IRRW FDQDO GULYHV
DOO RXU ILVK XS WR WKH 0HDVKDP DQJOHUV� � �
$JDLQ� WKH &RYHQWU\ DQJOHUV FRXOG FRYHU
WKUHH 5:$
 V � DQG DUH SUHVVLQJ IRU D�
QDWLRQDO ILVKLQJ OLFHQFH DV DQ DOWHUQDWLYH
WR ORFDO RQHV�
:KDW FRQFOXVLRQV GR , GUDZ IURP DOO WKLV"
2QH SRLQW LV WKDW EHDW W\SHV FDQ UHDVRQDE²
O\ GR D OLWWOH VSHFLDO SOHDGLQJ� RQ WKH
JURXQGV WKDW WKH\ FDQ
W HDVLO\ WUDQVIHU WR
D QHDUE\ SRQG RU JUDYHO SLW� 7KH ���������
ZKR ZHQW RQ DQ LQODQG ZDWHUZD\ E\ ERDW ODVW
\HDU �FRYHULQJ KLUHUV� WULSSHUV DQG FDQFH²
LVWV� , DVVXPH� ZRXOG EH XQOLNHO\ WR WDNH
D FKDQQHO FURVVLQJ RU SRZHUERDW UDFH DV
DOWHUQDWLYHV� 6HFRQG� WKRXJK� DQG PRUH
LPSHUWDQWO\� ZH PXVW FRQWLQXH WR EXLOG
FRDOLWLRQV ZLWK RWKHU ZDWHUZD\V XVHUV�
DW ORFDO� UHJLRQDO DQG QDWLRQDO OHYHOV�
, $/62 127,&('� � � %:%µ V $PHQLW\ 6HUYLFHV
0DQDJHU LV TXRWHG DV DLPLQJ IRU D PDULQD
HYHU\ 
�� PLOHV DORQJ WKH ZDWHUZD\V� ZLWK
WRLOHW GLVSRVDO HYHU\ � PLOHV� 5HPLQGV PH
XQHDVLO\ RI OD\²E\V DQG PRWRUZD\ VHUYLFH
VWDWLRQV���
$ WUHQG\ 6XQGD\ 7LPHV UHSRUWHU ���������
H[SORUHG WKH *UDQG 8QLRQ E\ PRWRU VFRRWHU�
ZKLFK KH DGPLWV LV LOOHJDO DQG ZRXOG DQQR\
%:%� %HIRUH ZH HQG XS ZLWK PRWRU F\FOH
VFUDPEOHV DORQJ WKH WRZ²SDWK� ZRXOG VRPH�
RQH FDUH WR UHSRUW KLV (GLWRU WR WKH 3UHVV
&RXQFLO"
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OPINION COLUMN
I promised last time to write about angl-
ers and other water users, being concerned
to compare our respective plights in the
face of those nasty RWA's. And.you may
remember the Editor once asking for the
views of any angling member of IWA, to
which request I gather there was an almig-
hty silence. Which surprises me Tittlé,
but perturbs me greatly, given our pressing
need for allies in current battles.
For why on earth should an angler join the
IWA? I know that the formal statement of
IWA aims covers "both commercial and
pleasure traffic, anglers, water supply,
ramblers and all aspects of multi-funetio-
nal use", but agree with the lament in the
current IWA Bulletin, that we are still
seen as being too concerned with boat
owning and cruising.
Any relevant facts? Well, it so happens
that I was browsing through a volume on
Research in Freshwater Biology, and extra-
cted from its back and the information
that our inland waters apparently support
the following recreational participants:
FULLY WATER-BASED
Angling 2790000
Boating 700,000
Water ski-ing 75,000

PARTLY WATER-BASED
Organised Rambling 960,000
Natural History 250,000

This would seem to give pre-eminence to
the fishing fraternity. Wait, though,
since there are species of game and coarse
fishermen, casting over fast and slow
rivers, lakes and reservoirs and the sea,
as well as canals. Further, of the 14%
of coarse anglers who presently fish canals
only half prefer so to do, as the sea and
its rivers seem more attractive. Bear in
mind, too, that the canals and rivers have
declined as fisheries, whilst the bounded
lakes and reservoirs remain more consistent
even if not ideal as sport. Finally, this
national picture must hide a lot of local
variation - there's not very much canal in
the South-East, little else in the West
Midlands.

Dame Margot Fonteyn and Sir John Betjeman.
エ ①よtyd Harrington, 16 Lea House, Salisbury Street, London H.W.8.David Gibson, 4 The Ridgeway, Acton, W.3.P Heywood, c/o Lloyds Bank Ltd, 5 Ashbourne Parade, Hanger Lane,W.5Colin ané Hilary Isaacson, 29.Gloucester Road, Whitton, Middlesex.

What does this imply for our campaigning
coalitions against the RWA's, from which
the angling bodies seem to be missing?
I suspect that the strength of this par-
ticular multi-functional user lies in its
local societies, especially where they
control local waters. And there are signs
that some may see benefits from regional
watershed control, and even some improve-
ment in the complex licensing pattern in
their area, whilst societies covered by
several RWA's share the same fears as the
boat owners in terms of differing standards
and excessive licence costs.
Thus, in the Midlands, I note that the
Ashby anglers work closely with its Canal
Association for better banking and dredg-
ing, since "we stock our length, and the
first boat along a three foot canal drives
all our fish up to the Measham anglers"..
Again, the Coventry anglers could cover
three RWA's, and are pressing for a
national fishing licence as an alternative
to local ones.
What conclusions do I draw from all this?
One point is that boat types can reasonab-
ly do a little special pleading, on the
grounds that they can't easily transfer to
a nearby pond or gravel pit. The 2,000,000
who went on an inland waterway by boat last
year (covering hirers, trippers and canoe-
ists, I assume) would be unlikely to take
a channel crossing or powerboat race as
alternatives. Second, though, and more
importantly, we must continue to build
coalitions with other waterways users,
at local, regional and national levels.
I ALSO NOTICED... BWB's Amenity Services
Manager is quoted as aiming for a marina
every 20 miles along the waterways, with
toilet disposal every 5 miles. Reminds me
uneasily of lay-bys and motorway service
stations...
A trendy Sunday Times reporter (11.6.72)
explored the Grand Union by motor scooter,
which he admits is illegal and would annoy
BwB. Before we end up with motor cycle
scrambles along the tow-path, would some-
one care to report his Editor to the Press
Council?

1BWR 'Limejuice' boats in Brentford Dock - this traffic will finishthis year. (Martin Denney)
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$ QXPEHU RI QRYHO DFWLYLWLHV OLIWHG WKLVHYHQW ZD\ DERYH WKH XVXDO ERDW UDOO\
VWDQGDUG� 7KHVH LQFOXGHG� D IDVKLRQ
VKRZ� E\ 7LVVDYHO )DEULFV� RXU JHQHURXV

:HOO DW ODVW WKH HQTXLU\ LQ WR 3DGGLQJWRQ
%DVLQ LV WR EH KHOG� ,W ZLOO EH DW :HVW�
PLQVWHU &RXQFLO +RXVH� 0DU\OHERQH 5RDG�
(:� RQ 7KXUVGD\ -XO\ ��WK DW ����� DP�
<RXU %UDQFK &RPPLWWHH UHDOLVH WKH LPPHQVH
UHVSRQVLELOLW\ RI SUHVHQWLQJ D VWURQJ
FDVH� , ZRXOG OLNH WR VHH DV PDQ\ RI \RX
DV SRVVLEOH WKHUH� 7KH ILUVW GD\ RI WKH
PRWRUZD\ ER[ HQTXLU\ ZDV EHIRUH D ODUJH
JDWKHULQJ ² LW SD\V WR VKRZ LQWHUHVW�
:H DUH LQ D SRVLWLRQ WR ZLQ D PDJRU FDVH�

VSRQVRU� WKH HGXFDWLRQDO DQG DPXVLQJ
SOD\ DERXW FDQDOV �6WLOO :DWHUV� SUHV�HQWHG E\ WKH 0LNURQ 7KHDWUH �� �ZKR KRSH
WR WRXU WKH ZDWHUZD\V LQ WKHLU RZQ QDUURZ²ERDW� D VSHFWDFXODU +DQGHO FRQFHUW E\
WKH 3DGGLQJWRQ ,QVWLWXWH )HVWLYDO 2UFKHV²
WUD LQ SHULRG FRVWXPH� ILQLVKLQJ ZLWK
+DQGHO
V )LUHZRUN 0XVLF DQG D IORDWLQJ
ILUHZRUN GLVSOD\� DQG FKLOGUHQ
 V FDQRH
DQG VDLOLQJ UDFHV� 2XU FRPSOLPHQWV WR
0UV &U\VWDO +DOH IRU WKH RUJDQLVDWLRQ DQG
WKDQNV WR WKH *UHDWHU /RQGRQ $UWV $VVRF²
LDWLRQ IRU WKHLU VXSSRUW�

7KHUH LV VRPHWKLQJ IRU HYHU\RQH WR GR� B

2XU SURIHVVLRQDO FDVH LV UHDG\� RXU SXEOLF
YLHZV PXVW QRZ EH SXW WR ZRUN WR GHPRQVW²
UDWH RXU IHHOLQJV� ⦖

2XU UDOO\ DW /LWWOH 9HQLFH VKRZHG ZKDW
ZH FRXOG GR E\ WDNLQJ RYHU ����� SHRSOH
LQ WR 3DGGLQJWRQ %DVLQ E\ ERDW� µ3OHDVH
FRQWLQXH WKLV LQWHUHVW E\ DWWHQGLQJ WKH
HQTXLU\ IRU DW OHDVW SDUW RI WKH GD\�

,OOW\G +DUULQJWRQ�

:H ZHUH DOVR GHOLJKWHG WR VHH 0LVV (OHDQRU � $8*867 �� �㨀 1DWLRQDO 5DOO\ �%URQ DQG )UDQN 0XLU� ZKR SUHVHQWHG WKH /\PP� %ULGJHZDWHU &DQDO�SUL]HV� LQFOXGLQJ WKH VSOHQGLG 7LVVDYHO FXSV�
2YHU ����� SHRSOH YLVLWHG WKH VLWH DQG
YROXQWHHUV IURP WKH ��� SOXV ERDWV WRRN
����� SHRSOH GRZQ WKH 3DGGLQJWRQ %DVLQ�
7KH RQO\ GLVDSSRLQWPHQW ZDV WKH ODFN RI
SXEOLFLW\ WKLV HYHQW FUHDWHG�
BBB_²BB�²

ࣀ %5$1&+ 287,1* 6HSWHPEHU ��WK� $ GD\
V
FUXLVH RQ WKH 5HJHQW
 V &DQDO DQG WKH
WLGHZD\� FRVW DERXW �� � :H PXVW NQRZ B
VRRQ KRZ PDQ\ ZLOO EH JRLQJ ² SOHDVH ZULWH���WVWDQGLQJO\ VXFFHVVIXO DW WKH %UDQFK WR WKH 6HFUHWDU\ LI \RX DUH LQWHUHVWHG�5DOO\ ZHUH WKH FUXLVHV IRU PHPEHUV RI WKH

ORFDO SXEOLF DQG PHPEHUV RI ORFDO DXWKRU²
LWLHV� 2YHU ���� SHRSOH ZHUH VKRZQ WKH
3DGGLQJWRQ %DVLQ LQ LWV 
VROLWXGH
 � ,ZRXOG OLNH WR WKDQN YHU\ VLQFHUHO\ WKH
ERDW RZQHUV ZKR SURYLGHG WKLV VHUYLFH�
,W LOOXVWUDWHG IDU PRUH LQWHUHVW LQ WKH
UDOO\ WKDQ WKH XVXDO OLQH RI PRRUHG ERDWV
DQG PDGH D FDPSDLJQLQJ UDOO\� ,W ZDV UH²
IUHVKLQJ WR KDYH VR PDQ\ ERDW RZQHUV ZKR
ZHUH SUHSDUHG WR XVH WKHLU ERDWV WR KHOS
WKH FDPSDLJQ LQ VXFK D SUDFWLFDO ZD\�
7KDQN \RX DOO YHU\ PXFK IRU WKH WLPH�
HQHUJ\ DQG PRQH\ \RX SXW LQWR WKH WULSV�
, KRSH QRQH RI \RX VXIIHUHG GDPDJH DV D
UHVXOW�

ȹ
-XO\ ��� 7KH DQQXDO WULS �RXW ZHVW� WR
WKH :,'&20%( )/,*+7� &RQWDFW 1LJHO
6WHYHQV ���²��� ����� IRU DUUDQJHPHQWV�
WUDQVSRUW DQG DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�

$8*867 ��� /RFDO ZRUNLQJ SDUWLHV VWDUWµ
DJDLQ� VR OHW
 V KDYH D JRRG WXUQ RXW�
+HGJLQJ RQ WKH 5LYHU :H\ DW ɋɨɯ
 V 0LOO�
:H\EULGJH� �2�6� 6KHHW ���� ��� ���� �
)XUWKHU GHWDLOV IURP 1LJHO 6WHYHQV�

$8*867 ������
1LJHO 6WHYHQV�

&DOGRQ RQ $YRQ� &RQWDFW

0\ WKDQNV WR HYHU\RQH ZKR KHOSHG ZLWK
WKH 5DOO\�
,I \RX ZRXOG OLNH D SURJUDPPH� H[WUD
FRSLHV FDQ EH REWDLQHG IURP +DUYH\ &RRNH�
�� :HVWEXU\ $YHQXH� 1���

3ODTXHV FDQ EH REWDLQHG
IRU ��S IURP PH
�SOHDVH TXRWH \RXU PRRUQLQJ QXPEHU� �
+HOSHUV FDQ DOVR REWDLQ SODTXHV�
�

6(37(0%(5 ������ $QRWKHU ELJ DWWDFN
RQ WKH $VKWRQ &DQDO� DW 0DUSOH� C

-XQH ��� -XO\ �������� $XJXVW ���� ²
:H\ DQG $UXQ &DQDO� 6RXWKHUQ 6HFWLRQ� µSKRQH

� %RJQRU 5HJLV ����� IRU GHWDLOV� "
(YHU\ 6XQGD\ ² :H\ DQG $UXQ &DQDO 1RUWKHUQ
6HFWLRQ� 3KRQH 5HLJDWH ����� IRU GHWDLOV�
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WHAT'S ON = WHAT'S GONE
LITTLE VENICE CANAL FESTIVAL - June 10/11
Everyone who went to Little Venice over
this weekend will know what an enjoyable
event it was. Tt was also very success-
ful in drawing the attention of the
public and local authority members to the
possibilities of Paddington Basin.
A number of novel activities lifted this
event way above the usual boat rally
standard. These included: a fashion
show, by Tissavel Fabrics, our generous

Well at last the enquiry in to Paddington
Basin is to be held. It will be at West-
minster Council House, Marylebone Road,
BW1 on Thursday July 11th at 10.30 am.
Your Branch Committee realise the immense
responsibility of presenting a strong
case. I would like to see as many of you
as possible there. The first day of the
motorway box enquiry was before a large
gathering - it pays to show interest.
We are in a position to win a major case.

sponsor; the educational and amusing
play about canals "Still Waters" pres-
ented by the Mikron Theatre Co (who hope
to tour the waterways in their own narrow-
boat) a spectacular Handel concert by
the Paddington Institute Festival Orches-
tra in period costume, finishing with
Handel's Firework Music and a floating
firework display: and children's canoe
and sailing races. Our compliments to
Yrs Crystal Hale for the organisation and
thanks to the Greater London Arts Assoc-
iation for their support.

There is something for everyone to do.
Our professional case is ready, our public
views must now be put to work to demonst-
rate our feelings.

Our rally at Little Venice showed what
we could do by taking over 3,000 people
in to Paddington Basin by boat. Please
continue this interest by attending the
enquiry for at least part of the day.

Illtya Harrington.

We were also delighted to see Miss Eleanor AUGUST 4/7. IWA National Rally -
Bron and Frank Muir, who presented the + Lymm, Bridgewater Canal.
prizes, including the splendid Tissavel cups.
Over 5,000 people visited the site and
volunteers from the 120 plus boats took
3,000 people down the Paddington Basin.
The only disappointment was the lack of ア
publicity this event created. ド
ー

BRANCH OUTING September 24th. A day's
cruise on the Regent's Canal and the
tideway, cost about 41. We must know _
soon how many will be going - please writeOutstandingly successful at the Branch to the Secretary if you are interested.Rally were the cruises for members of the

local public and members of local author-
ities. Over 3000 people were shown the
Paddington Basin in its 'solitude'. I
would like to thank very sincerely the
boat owners who provided this service.
It illustrated far more interest in the
rally then the usual line of moored boats
2nd mage a campaigning rally. It was re-
freshing to nave so many boat owners who
were prepared to use their boats to help
the campaign in such a practical way.
Thank you all very much for the time,
energy and money you put into the trips.
I hope none of you suffered damage as a
result.

PARTIES
July 8/9 The annual trip "out west" to
the WIDCOMBE FLIGHT. Contact Nigel
Stevens (01-573 7234) for arrangements,
transport and accommodation.

AUGUST 13. Local working parties start
again, so let's have a good turn out.
Hedging on the River Wey at Cox's Mill,
Weybridge. (0.S. Sheet 170; 062 642).
Further details from Nigel Stevens.

AUGUST 19/20.
Nigel Stevens.

Caldon on Avon. Contact

My thanks to everyone who helped with
the Rally.

If you would like a programme, extra
copies can be obtained from Harvey Cooke,
75 Westbury Avenue, N22.

Plaques can be obtained-for 30p from me
(please quote your moorning number).
Helpers can also obtain plaques.

SEPTEMBER 16/17. Another big attack
on the Ashton Canal, at Marple.

June 48; July 2.716,30; August 6,20 =
Wey and Arun Canal, Southern Section. 'phone

. Bognor Regis 24378 for details. 1
Every Sunday - Wey and Arun Canal Northern
Section. Phone Reigate 46324 for details.

David Gibson.
2
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6 &$1$/
&DPGHQ 7RZQ 7RZDWK 2SHQHG
:LWK WKH UDLQ ODVKLQJ GRZQ� 6WDJH , RI WKH
WRZSDWK ZDV ILQDOO\ RSHQHG WR WKH SXEOLF�
IURP +DPSVWHDG 5RDG /RRNV WR WKH &XPEHUODQG
%DVLQ� $ ODUJH FURZG RI ORFDO UHVLGHQWV
DZDLWHG WKH DUULYDO RI WKH /HDGHU RI &DPGHQ
&RXQFLO� 0UV 0LOOLH 0LOOHU� RQ ERDUG WKH
VWHDP SLQQD
FH� 9LFWRULD� $W WKH VDPH WLPH�0U ,YRU :DONHU� &KDLUPDQ RI &DPGHQ
 V
3ODQQLQJ DQG &RPPXQLFDWLRQV &RPPLWWHH OHG
D ZDON DORQJ WKH WRZSDWK WR WKH =RR�
7R FRPPHPRUDWH WKH RFFDVLRQ &DPGHQ
 V SODQ�
QLQJ GHSDUWPHQW KDG SURGXFHG DQG GLVWULE²
XWHG IUHH DQ H[FHOOHQW ���SDJH ERRNOHW RQ
WKH :DON� FRPSOHWH ZLWK KLVWRULFDO QRWHV�
PDSV� ROG SULQWV DQG FXUUHQW SKRWRJUDSKV�
7KH ERRNOHW HQGV E\ VD\LQJ �7KHUH DUH
WKRVH ZKR� � � � � �DQWLFLSDWH WKH GD\ ZKHQ KXJH
FRPPHUFLDO EDUJHV� ZLOO SDVV WKURXJK &DPGHQ
7RZQ RQ WKHLU ZD\ WR (XURSH� � /HW XV
KRSH WKH\ DUH ULJKW�
7ZR QHZ DFFHVV SRLQWV KDYH EHHQ FRQVWUXFWHG�
WKH URYLQJ EULGJH VWUHQJWKHQHG �QHZ VWHHO
WHQVLRQ FDEOHV KDYH UHSODFHG WKH RULJLQDO
ZURXJKW LURQ� DQG WKH VXUIDFH RI WKH WRZ²
SDWK LWVHOI KDV EHHQ LQWHOOLJHQWO\ UH²PDGH
ZLWK JUDYHO KRJJLQ � XQVLJKWO\ FRQFUHWH KDV
EHHQ DYRLGHG H[FHSW ZKHUH LW LV QHHGHG
XQGHU EULGJHV� 6LPSOH VHDWV DQG XQREWUXVLYH
DQG LQIRUPDWLYH FDVW LURQ SODTXHV RQ WKH
PDLQ FDQDO IHDWXUHV� DGG WR WKH HQMR\PHQW
RI WKH ZDON LWVHOI�
7KH RSHQLQJ ZDV DOVR SODQQHG WR FRLQFLGH
ZLWK DQ HQYLURQPHQWDO QR²WUDIILF VFKHPH
LQ WKH DUHD� GHVLJQHG WR OLQN 3ULPURVH +LOO�
UHFHQWO\ GHVLJQDWHG D &RQVHUYDWLRQ $UHD�
ZLWK &DPGHQ 7RZQ LWVHOI� 6WDJH � ZLOO
FRQWLQXH RQ IURP +DPSVWHDG 5RDG /RRNV WR
WKH %RURXJK E RXQGDU\ DW <RUN :D\� MXVW
QRUWK RI .LQJV &URVV� ZKHUH LW ZLOO OLQN
ZLWK D VLPLODU RSHQLQJ SODQQHG E\ ,VOLQJWRQ�
8OWLPDWHO\� WKH ZKROH OHQJWK WR WKH ROG
5HJHQWµ V &DQDO 'RFN �QRZ VDGO\ UHQDPHG
/LPHKRXVH %DVLQ E\ %:%� ZLOO EH RSHQHG WR
WKH SXEOLF�
:LWK WKHVH REMHFWLYHV LQ PLQG &DPGHQ
 V
/HLVXUH &RPPLWWHH KHOG D VXFFHVVIXO PHHWLQJ�DV JXHVWV RI WKH 6W 3DQFUDV &UXLVLQJ &OXE�
DW ZKLFK &RXQFLOORUV DQG WKHLU IDPLOLHV
ZHUH DEOH WR PHHW RWKHU LQWHUHVWHG ERGLHV�
LQFOXGLQJ UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI WKH 5HJHQW
 V
&DQDO *URXS� WKH *UHDWHU /RQGRQ $UFKDHR²
ORJLFDO 6RFLHW\� ERDW RZQHUV DQG RXUVHOYHV�
3UREOHPV RI YDQGDOLVP� KRXUV RI RSHQLQJ
DQG QHFHVVDU\ SDWUROOLQJ RI WKH WRZSDWK
ZHUH GLVFXVVHG� 0XFK FDQ EH JDLQHG IURP
VXFK PHHWLQJV� ,W LV KRSHG WKDW WKLV
H[DPSOH FDQ EH IROORZHG HOVHZKHUH�
&LW 5RDG %DVLQ
7KH IXWXUH RI WKLV ࢁ DFUH %DVLQ LV QRZ
EHLQJ FRQVLGHUHG E\ D JURXS RI ORFDO

a
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RUJDQLVDWLRQV� LQFOXGLQJ 5HVLGHQWV
 $VVRF�
LDWLRQV� D EUDQFK RI WKH 5,%$� WKH 5HJHQW
V&DQDO *URXS� ,VOLQJWRQ %RDW &OXEµ DQG WKH
,:$� 5HSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI WKH ,VOLQJWRQ
%RURXJK &RXQFLO ZHUH PHW� WKH\ H[SODLQHG
WKDW WR PDNH WKH EHVW XVH RI WKH DUHD IRU
GHYHORSPHQW� LW ZDV QHFHVVDU\ WR UHORFDWH
WKH /RQGRQ (OHFWULFLW\ %RDUG DQG WKH &HQWUDO
(OHFWULFLW\ *HQHUDWLQJ %RDUG LQVWDOODWLRQVDQG� DV D UHVXOW� LW ZRXOG EH QHFHVVDU\� WKH\
VDLG� WR ILOO LQ SDUW RI WKH %DVLQ� RYHU
RQH WKLUG DSSHDUHG RQ VRPH SODQV�
7KH XUJHQW QHHG IRU KRXVLQJ LQ ,VOLQJWRQ
LV� UHFRJQLVHG� EXW LQ D %RURXJK QRWRULRXVO\
VKRUW RI RSHQ VSDFH� WKH *URXS EHOLHYHG
WKDW DQ LPDJLQDWLYH KRXVLQJ VFKHPH RQ ODQG
IODQNLQJ WKH %DVLQ VKRXOG EH FRQVLGHUHG�
ZLWKRXW DQ\ ORVV RI WKH ZDWHU DUHD� 7KLV
PLJKW LQYROYH VRPH UHORFDWLRQ RI WKH HOHF²
WULFLW\ XQGHUWDNLQJV� EXW WKLV VKRXOG QRW
EH LPSRVVLEOH� ORFDO SHWLWLRQ LV FLUFXO²
DWLQJ� IRUPDO DQG LQIRUPDO PHHWLQJV DUH
WDNLQJ SODFH� VXSSRUW LV JURZLQJ � EXW
PXFK UHPDLQV WR EH GRQH WR HQVXUH WKDW
WKLV XQLTXH RSHQ VSDFH FDQ EH SURWHFWHG DVDQ DPHQLW\� 

%:%� DV WKH RZQHUV RI WKH %DVLQ DQG RI SDUW
RI WKH ODQG VXUURXQGLQJ LW DUH OHJDOO\
HQWLWOHG WR ILOO LW LQ DQG GLVSRVH RI LW
ZLWKRXW DQ\ VSHFLDO SHUPLVVLRQ� 2QH� VROXW�
LRQ ZRXOG EH WR XSJUDGH WKH %DVLQ IURP D
5HPDLQGHU :DWHUZD\ WR D &UXLVHZD\ LQ RUGHU
WR JLYH LW VWDWXWRU\ SURWHFWLRQ� WKLV ZH
DGYRFDWHG LQ D OHWWHU SXEOLVKHG LQ WKH
7LPHV� 7KH */& &DQDOV &RQVXOWDWLYH &RPP² 

LWWHH DQG ,:$$& KDYH DOVR EHHQ FRQWDFWHG
DQG DUH JLYLQJ WKHLU DFWLYH VXSSRUW�
%RDW $IORDW 6KRZ� /LWWOH 9HQLFH
%:% KHOG WKHLU QRZ DQQXDO WUDGH VKRZ ZLWK
D IDLU UDQJH RI FUDIW RQ GLVSOD\� ERDWLQJ
SURGXFWV DQG D GDLO\ SURJUDPPH RI HQWHUWD²
LQPHQW HYHQWV� 7KHUH LV LQFOLQHG WR EH WRR
PXFK HPSKDVLV RQ VXFK DFWLYLWLHV DV ZDWHU
VNLLQJZDQG ODUJH SRZHUHG FUXLVHUV� XQVXLW²
DEOH IRU WKH FDQDOV DQG WRR OLWWOH DWWHQ²
WLRQ JLYHQ WR WKH JHQHUDO DPHQLW\ DQG FRP�PHUFLDO IXWXUH RI WKH ,QODQG :DWHUZD\V�
:LWK %:% LWVHOI XQGHU VHQWHQFH RI GHDWK�
RQH ZRXOG KDYH ZHOFRPHG D OLWWOH PRUH
VSDFH GHYRWHG WR WKHLU SODQV IRU ZLGHQLQJ
WKH *UDQG 8QLRQ IURP WKH 7KDPHV WR WKH 0� �
RU WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI <RUNVKLUH :DWHUZD\V�
ERWK GHVLJQHG WR UHOLHYH RXU FLWLHV RI VRPH
RI WKH WKRXVDQGV RI ORUULHV FDXVLQJ LQF²
UHDVLQJ URDG FRQJHVWLRQ�
7KH KRXUV DW ZKLFK LW ZDV FRQVLGHUHG QHF²
HVVDU\ WR FORVH WKH FDQDO EHFDXVH RI WKHVKRZ� DOWKRXJK D OLWWOH PRUH VHQVLEOH WKDQ
ODVW \HDU� VKRXOG DJDLQ EH UHYLHZHG� 7R
SUHYHQW ERDWV PRYLQJ RQ WKH FDQDO GXULQJ WKH
ORQJ OLJKW HYHQLQJV RI 0D\ DQG -XQH LV QRW
WKH� EHVW ZD\ WR SRSXODULVH WKH FDQDO� %:%SOHDVH WKLQN DJDLQ IRU QH[W \HDU� 


2OLYHU 7XUQHU�

REGENT'S CANAL
Camden Town Towpath Opened
With the rain lashing down, Stage I of the
towpath was finally opened to the public,
from Hampstead Road Locks to the CumberlandBasin. A large crowd of local residents
awaited the arrival of the Leader of CamdenCouncil, Mrs Millie Miller, on board the
steam pinnace, Victoria. At the same time,Mr Ivor Walker, Chairman of Camden's
Planning and Communications Committee led
a walk along the towpath to the Zoo.
To commemorate the occasion Camden's plan-ning department had produced and distrib-
uted free an excellent 12-page booklet onthe Walk, complete with historical notes,
maps, old prints and current photographs.The booklet ends by saying "There are
those who......anticipate the day when huge
commercial barges, will pass through Camden
Town on their way to Europe". Let us
hope they are right.
Two new access points have been constructed,
the roving bridge strengthened (new steel
tension cables have replaced the original
wrought iron) and the surface of the tow-
path itself has been intelligently re-made
with gravel hoggin — unsightly concrete has
been avoided except where it is needed
under bridges. Simple seats and unobtrusive
and informative cast iron plagues on the
main canal features, add to the enjoyment
of the walk itself.
The opening was also planned to coincide
with an environmental no-traffic scheme
in the area, designed to link Primrose Hill,
recently designated a Conservation Area,
with Camden Town itself. Stage 2 will
continue on from Hampstead Road Locks to
the Borough b oundary at York Way, just
north of Kings Cross, where it will link
with a similar opening planned by Islington.
Ultimately, the whole length to the old
Regent's Canal Dock (now sadly renamedLimehouse Basin by BWB) will be opened tothe public.
With these objectives in mind Camden's
Leisure Committee held a successful meeting,as guests of the St Pancras Cruising Club,at which Councillors and their familieswere able to meet other interested bodies,
including representatives of the Regent'sCanal Group, the Greater London Archaeo-
logical Society, boat owners and ourselves.Problems of vandalism, hours of opening
and necessary patrolling of the towpath
were discussed. Much can be gained fromsuch meetings. It is hoped that this
example can be followed elsewhere.
City Road Basin
The future of this 3 acre Basin is nowbeing considered by a group of local

ヶ

organisations, including Residents' Assoc-
iations, a branch of the RIBA, the Regent'sCanal Group, Islington Boat Club-and theIWA. Representatives of the Islington
Borough Council were met; they explained
that to make the best use of the area for
development, it was necessary to relocate
the London Electricity Board and the Central
Electricity Generating Board installationsand, as a result, it would be necessary, the;said, to fill in part of the Basin; overone third appeared on some plans.
The urgent need for housing in Islingtonis recognised, but in a Borough notoriouslyshort of open space, the Group believed
that an imaginative housing scheme on landflanking the Basin should be considered,
without any loss of the water area. This
might involve some relocation of the elec-
tricity undertakings, but this should notbe impossible. A local petition is circul-ating, formal and informal meetings are
taking place, support is growing - but
much remains to be done to ensure that
this unique open space can be protected asan amenity. Ë
BWB, as the owners of the Basin and of part
of the land surrounding it are legallyentitled to fill it in and dispose of itwithout any special permission. One solut-ion would be to upgrade the Basin from a
Remainder Waterway to a Cruiseway in order
to give it statutory protection; this weadvocated in a letter published in the
Times. The GLC Canals Consultative Comm-.
ittee and IWAAC have also been contactedand are giving their active support.
Boat Afloat Show, Little Venice
BWB held their now annual trade show witha fair range of craft on display, boating
products and a daily programme of enterta-inment events. There is inclined to be toomuch emphasis on such activities as water
skiingand large powered cruisers, unsuit-
able for the canals and too little atten-tion given to the general amenity and com-—mercial future of the Inland Waterways.
With BWB itself under sentence of death,
one would have welcomed a little more
space devoted to their plans for wideningthe Grand Union from the Thames to the M1,
or the development of Yorkshire Waterways,both designed to relieve our cities of someof the thousands of lorries causing inc-reasing road congestion.
The hours at which it was considered nec-essary to close the canal because of theshow, although a little more sensible thanlast year, should again be reviewed. Toprevent boats moving on the canal during thelong light evenings of May and June is notthe best way to popularise the canal. BWBplease think again for next year. 0

Oliver Turner.
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 � ����:i �" &KULV &RYH²6PLWK

` KDYH DOZD\V EHHQ PRUH WKDQ D OLWWOH DQQR\HG ZKHQ VRPHRQH VWDUWV
VKRXWLQJ DERXW WKH GHVHFUDWLRQ RI WKH ZDWHUZD\V E\ WKH µSODQQHUV


ZKR ZDQW WR ILOO LQ WKLV EDVLQ RU WKDW DUP� WR ILQG� RQ FORVHU
LQVSHFWLRQ WKDW OLWWOH� RU QR XVH KDV EHHQ PDGH RI VXFK :DWHUV
IRU \HDUV RU LV HYHU OLNHO WR EH�

&UXLVLQJ IURP /LPHKRXVH %DVLQ WR +DPSVWHDG 5RDG UHFHQWO\� ZH
SDVVHG KR QDUURZ ERDWV DQG PHW QRWKLQJ HYHU D �� KRXU SHULRG�
2XU ERDW" $ VHD²JRLQJ ZDWHU�FRROHG GLHVHO FUXLVHU RI �
�� EHDP
DQG �
�� GUDIW� 7URXEOH" 2QH SODVWLF WDUSDXOLQ URXQG WKH SURS�
ZKLFK ZH JRW ULG RI �DVKRUH� LQ ILYH PLQXWHV� �'R /RJ PDNH VXUH
WKRVH SODVWLF EDJV GRQ
W JHW SLFNHG XS E\ WKH QH[W FKDS"�

.LQJVODQG� :HQORFN� &LW\ 5RDG DQG +RUVIDOO %DVLQV ZHUH GHVHUWHG
² HPSW\� %XW WKH %�:�%� ORFN VWDII ZHUH PRUH WKDQ GHOLJKWHG WR
VHH XV� 7KH\ KDG EHHQ DGYLVHG RI RXU FRPLQJ E\ 0U� .HOO\� ZKR KDG
EHHQ JLYHQ D FRS\ RI RXU WLPHWDEOH� 0U� .HOO\ LV WKH XELTXWRXV
7UDIILF 6XSHULQWHQGHQW DW 'HODPDUH 7HUUDFH DQG ZHOO ZRUWK ZLQQLQJ
RYHU� ,W GHILQLWHO\ SD\V WR OHW WKH %�:�%� NQRZ ZKDW \RX ZDQW
WR GR� 'RQ
 W MXVW WU\ DQG FUDVK WKURXJK XQQDQQRXQFHG � \RX
OO
JHW 9�,�3� WUHDWPHQW LI \RX FRQVXOW WKHP ILUVW� $V WKH 6W� 3DQFUDV
ORFN²NHHSHU SXW LW� �7KH\ FDQ
 W VD\� ,
P QRW HDUQLQ
 PH PRQH\� WKLV
PRUQLQ
 �� DQG DQRWKHU UHPDUNHG� �7KDQN JRRGQHVV� \RX FRPH DORQJ�
, ZDUH JHWWLQ
 ERUHG��

�SKRWR� &�&�6�
$SSURDFKLQJ &RPPHUFLDO 5RDG /RFNV IURP WKH /LPHKRXVH %DVLQ�

| Hs A MalZe agents 2 Chris Cove-Smith
7 have always been more than a little annoyed when someone startsshouting about the desecration of the waterways by the 'planners'who want to fill in this basin or that arm, to find, on closerinspection that little, or no use has been made of such watersfor years or is ever likely to be.

Cruising from Limehouse Basin to Hampstead Road recently, wepassed two narrow boats and met nothing over a 48 hour period.Our boat? A sea-going water-cooled diesel cruiser of 9'6" beamand 2'6" draft. Trouble? One plastic tarpaulin round the prop.which we got rid of (ashore) in five minutes. (Do you make surethose plastic bags don't get picked up by the next chap?)
Kingsland, Wenlock, City Road and Horsfall Basins were deserted= empty. But the B.W.B. lock staff were more than delighted tosee us. They had been advised of our coming by Mr. Kelly, who hadbeen given a copy of our timetable. Mr. Kelly is the ubiqutousTraffic Superintendent at Delamere Terrace and well worth winningover. It definitely pays to let the B.W.B. know what you wantto do. Don't just try and crash through unnannounced - you'llget V.I.P. treatment if you consult them first. As the St. Pancraslock-keeper put it: "They can't say I'm not earnin' me money, thismornin'," and another remarked: "Thank goodness, you come along!I were gettin' bored."

а
о

。

(photo: C.C.S.
Approaching Commercial Road Locks from the Limehouse Basin.



a RI WKH IORRG EDFN XS WR 7HGGLQJWRQ�

2XU FUHZ� ZKR ZHUH EURXJKW XS RQ WKH 8SSHU 7KDPHV DQG WKH (QJOLVK
FRXQWU\VLGH YLHZV IURP FDQDO� EURDG DQG IHQ :HUH HQWKUDOOHG� $OO
KDYH YRWHG WR GR LW DJDLQ QH[W \HDU EXW ZKDW DERXW WKH UHVW RI \RX
WKLV \HDU " 8QOHVV RXU ZDWHUZD\V DUH XVHG� ZH GRQ
W KDYH PXFK RI
D FDVH IRU WKHLU PDLQWHQDQFH LQ D QDYLJDEOH VWDWH� 7KH 5HJHQW
V
&DQDO LV EHFRPLQJ D IDVFLQDWLQJ EDFNZDWHU RI /RQGRQ
 V KLVWRULFDO SDVW�
:K\ QRW KHOS WR WXUQ LW LQWR D WKULYLQJ KLJKZD\ WKURXJK WKH KHDUW RI
WKH FLW\ ZKLFK LW UHDOO\ VKRXOG EH DQG VR JLYH XV D FDVH ZKHQ ZH VD\
WR WKRVH µSODQQHUV
 � �+DQGV RII� �"

)URP WKH 8SSHU 7KDPHV ZH FOHDUHG
7HGGLQJWRQ RQ WKH 0RQGD\ DQG VOHSW
DERDUG� PRRUHG WR 7RZHU 3LHU� HQWHU²Y
LQJ /LPHKRXVH %DVLQ RQ WKH 7XHVGD\�
:H SDVVHG WKH QLJKW MXVW DERYH &LW\
5RDG /RFNV DQG RQ :HGQHVGD\� PRYHG
WKURXJK WKH ,VOLQJWRQ 7XQQHO XS WR
/LWWOH 9HQLFH� RQO\ EHLQJ GHOD\HG E\
9LVFRXQW 6W� 'DYLGV DW WKH 5HJHQWµ V
%RDW &OXE� ZKHQ KH VKRXWHG DQ LQYLW�
DWLRQ WR XV WR LQVSHFW KLV OLWWOH
KLYH RI DFWLYLW\ DERYH +DPSVWHDG 5RDG
/RFNV� +LV /RUGVKLS FHUWDLQO\
NQRZV KRZ WR PDNH XVH RI WKDW ELW
RI WKH FDQDO�

:H WRRN DGYDQWDJH RI WKH �� KRXUV
IUHH PRRULQJ DW /LWWOH 9HQLFH DQG WKHQ� RQ WKH 7KXUVGD\� OHIW WKH
5HJHQW
V &DQDO SURSHU WR WUDYHO DORQJ WKH 3DGGLQJWRQ $UP RI WKH *UDQG
8QLRQ WR 6RXWKDOO� 2Q WKH )ULGD\ ZH GHVFHQGHG WKH +DQZHOO )OLJKW
WR %UHQWIRUG DQG MXVW FDXJKW WKH ODVW �

$ TXLHW PRRULQJ� QRW D VWRQH¶ V
WKURZ IURP WKH $QJHO� ,VOLQJ�
WRQ� DERYH &LW\ 5RDG /RFNV��&&6�

VWRSSLQJ IRU WKH QLJKW DW .LQJVWRQ
WR PDNH RXU ZD\ EDFN WR EDVH DW
0DLGHQKHDG RQ WKH 6DWXUGD\�

7LGHV DQG ORFN²RSHQLQJ WLPHV DUH
GLIILFXOW WR HTXDWH HYHU\ ZHHN RI
WKH VHDVRQ� EXW LW FDQ EH GRQH DV D
FLUFXODU WRXU LI \RX FDUH WR VSHQG
D QLJKW RU WZR LQ /RQGRQ LQ VRPH
YHU\ TXLHW PRRULQJV� %RWK &LW\
5RDG DQG /LWWOH 9HQLFH DUH LGHDO� :HVWZD\ DQG WKH 3DGGLQJWRQ $UP

FRQYHUJH QHDU :HVWERXUQH 3DUN�
,I DQ\ UHDGHU ZRXOG OLNH IXOOHU �SKRWR� 5R\ 0DQQLQJ�

GHWDLOV RI WKH URXWH� WKH ZULWHU ࣭
ZRXOG EH SOHDVHG WR KHOS� +LV DGGUHVV LV ��� /DPERXUQH 'ULYH� &R[
*UHHQ� 0DLGHQKHDG� %HUNVKLUH�
&UDIW GLPHQVLRQV VKRXOG EH� PD[ OHQJWK ��
�� � PD[ EHDP ��
�� � PD[ GUDIW
�VD\� � 
 �� � PD[ KHDGURRP �
 ��� � 7KHUH LV XVXDOO\ SOHQW\ RI ZDWHU LQ
³WKH VXPPLW SRXQG� WUDIILF LV IDLUO\ KHDY\ EHWZHHQ /LWWOH 9HQLFH DQG
WKPSVWHDG 5RDG /RFNV DQG FDUH VKRXOG EH WDNHQ DW KHDGV RI ORFNV ZKHUH
GULIWZRRG WHQGV WR FROOHFW� ,W SD\V WR NHHS D ORRN²RXW IRU GULIWZRRG
RYHU WKH ZKROH URXWH� LQFOXGLQJ WKH 7KDPHV� �

R

Our crew, who were brought up on the Upper Thames and the English
countryside views from canal, broad and fen were enthralled. All
have voted to do it again next year but what about the rest of you
this year ? Unless our waterways are used, we don't have much of
a case for their maintenance in a navigable state. The Regent's
Canal is becoming a fascinating backwater of London's historical past.
Why not help to turn it into a thriving highway through the heart of
the city which it really should be and so give us a case when we say
to those 'planners': "Hands off!"?

From the Upper Thames we cleared
Teddington on the Monday and slept
aboard, moored to Tower Pier, enter-
ing Limehouse Basin on the Tuesday.
We passed the night just above City
Road Locks and on Wednesday, moved
through the Islington Tunnel up to
Little Venice, only being delayed by
Viscount St. Davids at the Regent's
Boat Club, when he shouted an invit-
ation to us to inspect his little
hive of activity above Hampstead Road
Locks. His Lordship certainly
knows how to make use of that bit
of the canal:

We took advantage of the 24 hours
free mooring at Little Venice and then, on the Thursday, left the
Regent's Canal proper to travel along the Paddington Arm of the Grand
Union to Southall. On the Friday we descended the Hanwell Flight
to Brentford and just caught the last

"of the flood back up to Teddington,
stopping for the night at Kingston
to make our way back to base at
Maidenhead on the Saturday.

A quiet mooring, not a stone's
throw from the Angel, Isling-
ton, above City Road Locks.(CCS)

Tides and lock-opening times are
difficult to equate every week of
the season, but it can be done as a
circular tour if you care to spend
a night or two in London in some
very quiet moorings. Both City Westway and the Paddington Arm
Road and Little Venice are ideal. converge near Westbourne Park.

If any reader would like fuller (photo: Roy Manning)
details of the route, the writer
would be pleased to help. His address is 18, Lambourne Drive, Cox
Green, Maidenhead, Berkshire.
Craft dimensions should be: max length 72'0", max beam 14'0", max draft
(say) 3'6", max headroom 7'11", There is usually plenty of water in
the summit pound, traffic is fairly heavy between Little Venice and
Hampstead Road Locks and care should be taken at heads of locks where
driftwood tends to collect. It pays to keep a look-out for driftwood
wer the whole route, including the Thames. :
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,5$ DQG :DWHUZD\V
0DQ\ SHRSOH VWLOO UHPHPEHU WKH ,5$
 �
DWWHPSWV WR IRUFH WKH ZLWKGUDZDO RI %ULW�
LVK WURRSV IURP 1RUWKHUQ ,UHODQG LQ �����
7KHQ DV QRZ� WKH DWWDFN WRRN WKH IRUP RI
ERPELQJ LQFLGHQWV� WXEH VWDWLRQV� FLQHPDV�
SLOODU ER[HV� SXEOLF FRQYHQLHQFHV DQG
UDLOURDG VWDWLRQV ZHUH RQO\ D IHZ RI WKH
SODFHV FKRVHQ DQG WKHVH RI FRXUVH UHFHLYHG
WKH PRVW SXEOLFLW\� %XW WKH LQODQG ZDWHU²
ZD\V DOVR FDPH LQ ORU WKHLU VKDUH RI DWWHQ²
WLRQ DQG LW ZDV RQO\ GXH WR WKH ,5$
 V VLQJ�
XODU LQHSWQHVV ZKHQ LW FDPH WR EORZLQJ XS
EULGJHV WKDW VHULRXV GDPDJH ZDV QRW GRQH� � �
ZKLFK RQO\ JRHV WR VKRZ KRZ IDU WHFKQRORJ\
KDV DGYDQFHG LQ WKH ODVW WKLUW\ \HDUV�
3HUKDSV WKH PRVW SRWHQWLDOO\ GDPDJLQJ
DWWDFN RFFXUUHG HDUO\ LQ WKH PRUQLQJ RI
0DUFK �QG ZKHQ DQ DWWHPSW ZDV PDGH WR EORZ
XS WKH DTXHGXFW ZKLFK FDUULHV WKH *UDQG
8QLRQ RYHU WKH 1RUWK &LUFXODU 5RDG QHDU
6WRQHEULGJH 3DUN� +DG WKH DTXHGXFW EHHQ
VHULRXVO\ GDPDJHG PLOOLRQV RI WRQV RI
ZDWHU IURP WKH ORQJ ORFN²OHVV VWUHWFK
EHWZHHQ 3DGGLQJWRQ DQG 8[EULGJH ZRXOG KDYH
FUDVKHG GRZQ RQ WR WKH 1RUWK &LUFXODU�
IORRGLQJ D YDVW UHVLGHQWLDO DUHD� 6HYHUDO
RWKHU IDFWRUV DGGHG WR LWV VWUDWHJLF SRVL² C
WLRQ� LW ZDV TXLWH QHDU ZKDW ZDV VRRQ WR
EHFRPH DQ LPSRUWDQW PXQLWLRQV FHQWUH� ZDV
DOVR FORVH WR WKH $GPLUDOW\ 5HFRUGV 2IILFH
ZKLFK DW WKH WLPH ZDV VWXIIHG ZLWK ILOHV
IURP :KLWHKDOO� DQG IRU VRPH PRQWKV KDG
EHHQ XVHG WR PRYH UDZ PDWHULDOV YLWDO WR
UHDUPDPHQW XS WR %LUPLQJKDP�
2Q WKLV RFFDVLRQ DV RQ VR PDQ\ RWKHUV WKH
RSHUDWLRQ VHHPV WR KDYH EHHQ H[HFXWHG VR
EDGO\ DV WR PDNH RQH ZRQGHU ZKHWKHU WKH ,5$ª
UHDOO\ LQWHQGHG WR EORZ WKH EULGJH XS DW
DOO� 7KURXJKRXW WKH QLJKW P\VWHULRXV PHQ
LQ PDFNLQJWRVKHV OXUNHG RVWHQWDWLRXVO\ LQ
WKH DUHD� RQH� GHVFULEHG DV �DERXW ���
ZLWK IX]]\ KDLU� HQTXLUHG WKH ZD\ WR WKH
DTXHGXFW LQ D QHDUE\ FDIH DQG ZDV ODWHU VHHQVWDQGLQJ XQGHUQHDWK LW ORRNLQJ DQ[LRXVO\
WRZDUGV :HVWHUQ $YHQXH� )RXU RWKHU PHQ
ZDLWHG LQ D FRQVSLFXRXV EODFN FDU LQ D
GLVXVHG URDG QHDUE\� DQG D ODUJH ZRRGHQER[ ZDV OHIW VWDQGLQJ E\ WKH EULGJH IRUVRPH KRXUV� :KHQ WKH ERPE ZDV ILQDOO\ SODQ²WHG LW ZDV SODFHG� QRW RQ WKH WRZSDWK ZKHUH
LW PLJKW YHU\ ZHOO KDYH GHVWUR\HG WKH VLGH

$Q DWWHPSW DJDLQVW WKH %LUPLQJKDP &DQDO DW
DERXW PLGQLJKW WKDW VDPH HYHQLQJ PHW ZLWK
VWLOO OHVV VXFFHVV DQG LQ IDFW ZDV QRW HYHQ
GLVFRYHUHG XQWLO WKH QH[W PRUQLQJ ZKHQ D
PDQ F\FOLQJ WR ZRUN DORQJ WKH WRZSDWK
QRWLFHG VRPH GHEULV O\LQJ DERXW� ,Q WKLV
FDVH WKH ERPE� ZKLFK KDG EHHQ SODFHG LQ
D FXOYHUW XQGHU WKH PDLQ :DOVDOO WR 6WRQH²
FURVV VHFWLRQ DW :HGQHVE XU\� EOHZ RXW WKH
EULGJHZRUN DW HDFK HQG RI WKH FXOYHUW� EXW
GLG QRW GDPDJH WKH FDQDO RU LQWHUIHUH ZLWK
WUDIILF DW DOO�
7KH ERPELQJ ZKLFK KDG SHUKDSV WKH PRVW
VSHFWDFXODU UHVXOWV ZDV QRW GLUHFWHG DJDLQVW ͆
WKH FDQDO V\VWHP� EXW DJDLQVW WKH 7KDPHV RQ
�KRUURU RI KRUURUV� WKH :HGQHVGD\ EHIRUH
WKH %RDW 5DFH� $W DERXW � D�P� RQ 0DUFK
��WK D /RQGRQ KDLUGUHVVHU� 0U 0 & &KLOGV�
ZDV ZDONLQJ DFURVV +DPPHUVPLWK %ULGJH RQ
KLV ZD\ KRPH ZKHQ KH VSLHG D VPDOO OHD²
WKHU VXLWFDVH O\LQJ RQ WKH SDYHPHQW�
1DWXUDOO\ KH RSHQHG LW� VDZ WKDW LW ZDV
VPRNLQJ� DQG TXLFNO\ FOLPEHG WKURXJK WKH
VWUXFWXUH RI WKH EULGJH DQG WKUHZ WKH
ZKROH WKLQJ LQWR WKH 5LYHU� 7KH H[SORVLRQ
ZKLFK IROORZHG WKUHZ XS D VL[W\�IRRW
FROXPQ RI ZDWHU� D VHFRQG EODVW ZKLFK
RFFXUUHG VRRQ DIWHUZDUGV GLVORGJHG WZR
JLUGHUV LQ WKH VX6SHQVLRQ ZRUN RQ WKH ZHVW
VLGH DQG WKUHZ DQRWKHU JLUGHU DFURVV WKH
URDGZD\� GHPROLVKLQJ ODPS VWDQGDUGV DQG
OHDYLQJ WKH PLGGOH RI WKH EULGJH LQ GDUN²
QHVV� :KROH EORFNV RI IODWV ZHUH VKDNHQ
KXQGUHGV RI ZLQGRZV ZHUH EURNHQ DQG
UHVLGHQWV ZHUH DZDNHQHG RYHU D ZLGH DUHD�
ZKHQ WKH\ ORRNHG RXW WKH\ FRXOG VHH FORXGV
RI VPRNH ULVLQJ IURP WKH EULGJH� EXW IRUW²
XQDWHO\ WKH GDPDJH ORRNHG ZRUVH WKDQ LW
UHDOO\ ZDV� $OWKRXJK WKH IRRWSDWK VXEVLGHG
DERXW D IRRW WKHUH ZDV OLWWOH GDPDJH WR
WKH S\ORQ EHQHDWK WKH URDG VXUIDFH� YHK�
LFXODU WUDIILF ZDV EDQQHG IRU VHYHUDO GD\V�
EXW SHGHVWULDQV FRQWLQXHG WR XVH WKH EULGJH
DQG WKH %RDW 5DFH ZHQW RQ DV XVXDO�
&DPEULGJH ZRQ E \ IRXU OHQJWKV�
,5$ DFWLYLW\ RQ WKH LQODQG ZDWHUZD\V HQGHG
RQ D KLJK QRWH KRZHYHU� RQ -XO\ ��WK WKH\
KDG WKHLU RQO\ FRPSOHWH µVXFFHVV ZKHQ D
ZRRGHQ VZLQJ EULGJH DFURVV WKH /HHGV DQG
/LYHUSRRO &DQDO DW *UHHQ /DQH� 0DJKXOO
�DERXW ILYH PLOHV IURP /LYHUSRRO� ZDV
GHPROLVKHG DQG WKH FDQDO EORFNHG�

RI WKH DTXHGXFW� EXW MXVW DERYH WKH ZDWHUOLQHRQ WKH ZKROH WKHQ� FDQDOV JRW RII YHU\$V D UHVXOW WKH H[SORVLRQ� ZKLFK DZDNHQHG
UH6LGHQWV DV IDU DZD\ DV +DWILHOG� +DUWV�
FDXVHG OLWWOH DFWXDO GDPDJH� SDUW RI WKH
VWRQHZRUN ZDV FUDFNHG� VRPH PDVRQU\ IHOO RQ
WKH URDGZD\ QDUURZO\ PLVVLQJ D SDVVLQJ
PRWRULVW UHWXUQLQJ KRPH IURP D GDQFH� DQG
WKHUH ZDV D ELW RI OHDNDJH� $ FRIIHU GDP
ZDV HUHFWHG LQ WKH IRUP RI D VHPL²FLUFOH
WR EH VZXQJ IURP D UDGLXV DW WKH SRLQW RI
WKH H[SORVLRQ� DQG WKH DUHD ZDV SXPSHG GU\

� DQG UHSDLUHG ZLWK OLWWOH GLIILFXOW\�

�

OLJKWO\� ERWK LQ ���� DQG ODWHU GXULQJ WKH�
ZDU LWVHOI� &DQDO XVHUV WRGD\ FDQ FRQVLGHU
WKHPVHOYHV YHU\ OXFN\ LQGHHG WKDW WKH ,5$
FRQILQHV LWVHOI WR 1RUWKHUQ ,UHODQG�
WKH PRUH SURIHVVLRQDO PHWKRGV WKH\ KDYH
DGRSWHG RYHU WKH ODVW WKLUW\²WKUHH \HDUV
ZRXOG FHUWDLQO\ QRW DOORZ IRU DQ\ 
KDOI²
ERPELQJV� WRGD\�

&RS\ULJKW ���� ² -XGLWK +ROPHV

IRA and Waterways
Many people still remember the IRA's
attempts to force the withdrawal of Brit-ish troops from Northern Ireland in 1939.Then as now, the attack took the form of
bombing incidents: tube stations, cinemas,pillar boxes, publïc conveniences and
railroad stations were only a few of the
places chosen and these of course receivedthe most publicity. But the inland water-ways also came 1n 1or their share of atven-
+ion and it was only due to the IRA's sing-
ular ineptness when it came to blowing up
bridges that serious damage was not done...
which only goes to show how far technology
has advanced in the last thirty years.
Perhaps the most potentially damagingattack occurred early in the morning ofMarch 2nd when an attempt was made to blowup the aqueduct which carries the GrandUnion over the North Circular Road nearStonebridge Park. Had the aqueduct beenseriously damaged millions of tons ofwater from the long lock-less stretchbetween Paddington and Uxbridge would havecrashed down on to the North Circular,flooding a vast residential area. Severalother factors added to its strategic posi-tion: it was quite near what was soon to -become an important munitions centre, wasalso close to the Admiralty Records Officewhich at the time was stuffed with filesfrom Whitehall, and for some months hadbeen used to move raw materials vital torearmament up to Birmingham.

On this occasion as on so many others theoperation seems to have been executed sobadly as to make one wonder whether the IRA:really intended to blow the bridge up atall. Throughout the night mysterious menin mackingtoshes lurked ostentatiously inthe area; one, described as "about 25,with fuzzy hair" enquired the way to theaqueduct in a nearby cafe and was later seenstanding underneath it looking anxiouslytowards Western Avenue. Four other menwaited in a conspicuous black car in adisused road nearby, and a large woodenbox was left standing by the bridge forsome hours. When the bomb was finally plan-ted it was placed, not on the towpath whereit might very well have destroyed the side

An attempt against the Birmingham Canal at
about midnight that same evening met with
still less success and in fact was not even
discovered until the next morning when a
man cycling to work along the towpath
noticed some debris lying about. In this
case the bomb, which had been placed in
a culvert under the main Walsall to Stone-
cross section at Wednesb ury, blew out the
bridgework at each end of the culvert, bub
did not damage the canal or interfere with
traffic ab all.
The bombing which had perhaps the most
spectacular results was not directed against
the canal system, but against the Thames on
(horror of horrors) the Wednesday before
the Boat Race. At about 1 a.m. on March
29th a London hairdresser, Mr M C Childs,
was walking across Hammersmith Bridge on
his way home when he spied a small lea-
ther suitcase lying on the pavement.
Naturally he opened it, saw that it was
smoking, and quickly climbed through the
structure of the bridge and threw the
whole thing into the River. The explosion
which followed threw up a sizty-foot
column of water; a second blast which
occurred soon afterwards dislodged two
girders in the suspension work on the west
side and threw another girder across the
roadway, démolishing lamp standards and
leaving the middle of the bridge in darkー
ness. Whole blocks of flats were shaken
hundreds of windows were broken and
residents were awakened over a wide area;
when they looked out they could see clouds
of smoke rising from the bridge, but fort-
unately the damage looked worse than it
really was. Although the footpath subsided
about a foot there was little damage to
the pylon beneath the road surface; veh-
icular traffic was banned for several days,
but pedestrians continued to use the bridge
and the Boat Race went on as usual.
Cambridge won by four lengths.
IRA activity on the inland waterways ended
on a high note however; on July 27th they
had their only complete success when a
wooden swing bridge across the Leeds and
Liverpool Canal at Green Lane, Maghull
(about five miles from Liverpool) was
demolished and the canal blocked.of the aqueduct, but just above the waterlineon the whole then, canals got off veryAs a result the explosion, which awakenedresidents as far away as Hatfield, Herts,caused little actual damage; part of the

stonework was cracked, some masonry fell On
the roadway narrowly missing a passing
motorist returning home from a dance, and
there was a bit of leakage. A coffer dam
was erected in the form of a semi-circle
to be swung from a radius at the point of
the explosion, and the area was pumped dry

, and repaired with little difficulty.

6

lightly, both in 1939 and later during the
war itself. Canal users today can considerthemselves very lucky indeed that the IRAconfines itself to Northern Ireland;
the more professional methods they have
adopted over the last thirty-three years
would certainly not allow for any 'half-
bombings" today.

Copyright 1972 - Judith Holmes
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� 6WDUWPLG²-XO\ RU HQG $XJXVW� $SSO\ WR WKH *HQHUDO 2IILFH�
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%RRNLQJV DUH VWLOO DYDLODEOH IRU VXPPHU DQG DXWXPQ FUXLVHV ZLWK +LJK /LQH�
6WHHO KXOO ��� EHUWK FUXLVHUV� GLHVHO HQJLQHV� PRG�FRQV� �FRPSHWLWLYH SULFHV�
EDVHG (DOLQJ IRU HDV\ DFFHVV WR 7KDPHV� FDQDOV� /HH� :H\� HWF� :ULWH IRU
EURFKXUH WR +LJK /LQH <DFKWLQJ� � +HOHQ &ORVH� Z� 0ROHVH\� 6XUUH\�
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7R WKH (GLWRU�
6RPHWLPH ODVW \HDU , KDG ZDONHG DORQJ WKH /HD 1DYLJDWLRQ DQG DUULYLQJ DW %RZ %ULGJH
VDZ � EDUJH ORDGV RI WLPEHU WLHG XS DW WKH VPDOO ZKDUI WKHUH�
$ ERXW ��� WR ��� WRQV ZHUH EHLQJ FDUULHG DQG� QDWXUDOO\� LW ZDV EHLQJ WUDQVIHUUHG WRD URDG YHKLFOH ² MXVW RQH
� 6R , DVNHG WKH ORQH²GULYHU ZKHUH KH ZDV ERXQG IRU ZLWKKLV v2�WRQ ORUU\ ORDG RI WLPEHU DQG ZKHQ KH WROG PH DQG , KDG PHQWDOO\ DVVLPLODWHG WKH
IDFW , DVNHG KLP ZK\ KH FRXOGQ
W FDUU\ WKH ORDG WR 6ORXJK DQG WDNH LW IURP WKHUH"
<RX VHH� WKH /HD 1DYLJDWLRQ �DV ZH DUH DZDUH
�� LV LQ (DVW /RQGRQ DQG� LW GRHV VHHPVWUDQJH WKDW MXVW RQH ´,2²WRQ ORUU\ ZDV EHLQJ DOORZHG WR VKXWWOH VRPH ��� WRQV RI
WLPEHU IURP WKHUH WR +LJK :\FRPEH�
0D\EH WKH PRUH DVWXWH 0HPEHUV FDQ HQOLJKWHQ PH RQ WKLV SRLQW EXW ZKDW �LQ DOO VHULRXV�
QHVV� UHDOO\ GLVWXUEV PH LV WKDW VXFK D EDG VLWXDWLRQ LV DOORZHG WR H[LVW E\ HYHU\RQHZKR FDQ DFWXDOO\ UHPHG\ LW�
)XUWKHU P\VWHULHV H[LVW ZKLFK 0HPEHUV RXJKW WR EH DZDUH RI LI WKH\ IHHO GLVSRVHG WR
MRLQ WKH &RPPHUFLDO *URXS WKDW , ZRXOG OLNH WR IRUP� )RU LQVWDQFH� XS WR ��P LWZDV SRVVLEOH WR HQWHU WKH 0LOOZDOO ,QQHU 'RFN GLUHFW IURP WKH ULYHU LQVWHDG RI FLUF²OLQJ WKH PDMRU SRUWLRQ RI WKH ,VOH RI 'RJV�
6LQFH WKDW WLPH ² DIWHU WKH EDUJH ORFN KDG UHFHLYHG D GLUHFW KLW � LW KDV ODLQ GHUHOLFWDQG LW LV QRZ SURSRVHG WR ILOO LQ WKH 
FUDWHU
 WKDW VWLOO UHPDLQV� $ PHUH �P ZRXOGVHH LW FRPSOHWHO\ UHQHZHG�
7KH 5� 9LFWRULD EDUJH ORFN LV D IXUWKHU LQVWDQFH RI WKH ZD\ WKH 3/$ FRQGXFW WKHLU
DIIDLUV� 7KLV ORRN ZDV FRPSOHWHO\ UHVWRUHG IRU EDUJH WUDIILF VRPH � RU � \HDUV DJR
DW D FRVW RI ��P DSSUR[LPDWHO\� PXFK WR WKH HODWLRQ RI WKH OLJKWHU²PHQ�
,W LV QRZ FORVHG �H[FHSW IRU HPHUJHQFLHV� WKXV �WR TXRWH WKH 8QLRQ UHSUHVHQWDWLYH RIWKH OLJKWHU²PHQ� �WKH OLJKWHUDJH WUDGH KDV UHFHLYHG D IXUWKHU NLFN LQ WKH WHHWK� �
%RWK /HDPRXWK DQG /LPHKRXVH 'RFN DUH ZHOO²SODFHG WR WDNH DGYDQWDJH RI WKH GRFN WUDGH
LI WKHVH E UJH ORFNV ZHUH DYDLODEOH WR WKHP EXW DV WKLQJV VWDQG HYHU\ SRVVLEOH REVWD²
FOH LV EHLQJ SODFHG EHIRUH WKH ULYHU WUDGHUV DQG LW LV WR EH UHFNRQHG WKDW RQO\ E\
JDWKHULQJ HYHU\RQH FRQFHUQHG WRJHWKHU DQG IRUPLQJ D XQLWHG IURQW �D SURSRVDO RI WKLVQDWXUH ZDV PDGH E\ WKH 5LYHU 7KDPHV 6RFLHW\ MXVW DIWHU WKH %RDUGµ V *UDQG 8QLRQ &DQDO
6FKHPH ZDV DQQRXQFHG� FDQ ZH KRSH WR HYHQ KDOW WKH GRZQZDUG WUHQG RI WKH 5LYHU WUDGH�OHW DORQH SRVLWLYHO\ UHYHUVH LW�
, WKLQN ZH FDQ GR LW� EHFDXVH EHKLQG WKH OLJKWHUPHQ LV WKH 7UDQVSRUW 'HYHORSPHQW *URXSZKR� ZLWK 9RNLQV � +D\µ V :KDUI DQ &RU\ 	 6RQV *URXSV� DUH WKH PDMRU RZQHUV RI WKH
OLJKWHUDJH WUDGH� 0D\EH D YLVLW WR )UDQFH �'XQNHUTXH� RU HYHQ <XJRVODYLD� ZRXOG KHOSXV WR UHDOLVH WKH SRVVLELOLWLHV EXW LGHDV RI WKDW QDWXUH FDQ EH 
NHSW RQ WKH ERLO
XQWLO ZH NQRZ KRZ PDQ\ RI WKH %UDQFK 0HPEHUV DUH UHDG\ WR VXSSRUW WKH *URXS µLQ SHU�
SHWXLW\
 RU RQ D SDUW²WLPH EDVLV�
:H GR SRVVHVV VRPH DGYDQWDJHV �PRUH WKDQ Z
H UHDOLVH� DQG WKH VRRQHU ZH FDQ SXW WKHVHWR ZRUN WKH VRRQHU ZLOO RXU DLPV EH PHW�
3� 6WH\HQVRQ�

PERSONAL SECRETARY needed by the IWA General Secretary. Ideal for intelligent girl
interested in the fight for the inland waterways. Previous experience not essential
but good speeds are. Min. salary £1.050 p.a. (could be more for the right person).
Very varied duties in small, friendly office: sense of humour imperative! Start
mid-July or end August. Apply to the General Office.

Fascinating antique map of London area canals published in 1796 by John Stockdale.
Reproduced on high quality parchment. Shows Grand Junction, St Albans, Paddington
Basingstoke, Wey, Medway, Lea & Stort, Thames etc. Measures approximately 9" x 114" >
Only 20p each including post and packing. Money returned if not delighted. Send
cheque/P.0. to Jean Wright, 22 Keen's Road, Croydon CRO 1AH.

Bookings are still available for summer and autumn cruises with High Line.
Steel hull 4/6 berth cruisers, diesel engines, mod.cons.,competitive prices,
based Ealing for easy access to Thames, canals, Lee, Wey, etc. Write for
brichure to High Line Yachting, 7 Helen Close, W. Molesey, Surrey.
ニ

33 Ivinghoe House
Dalmeny Avenue, N.7.

To the Editor,
Sometime last year I had walked along the Lea Navigation and arriving at Bow Bridge
saw 3 barge loads of timber tied up at the small wharf there.
A bout 150 to 200 tons were being carried and, naturally, it was being transferred to
a road vehicle - just one! So I asked the lone-driver where he was bound for with
his 10-ton lorry load of timber and when he told me and I had mentally assimilated the
fact I asked him why he couldn't carry the load to Slough and take it from there?
You see, the Lea Navigation (as we are aware!) 4s in East London and it does seem
strange that just one 10-ton lorry was being allówed to shuttle some 200 tons of
timber from there to High Wycombe.
Maybe the more astute Members can enlighten me on this point but what (in all serious-
ness) really disturbs me is that such a bad situation is allowed to exist by everyone
who can actually remedy it.
Further mysteries exist which Members ought to be aware of if they feel disposed to
join the Comercial Group that I would like to form. For instance: up to 1941 it
was possible to enter the Millwall Inner Dock direct from the river instead of circ-
ling the major portion of the Isle of Dogs.
Since that time - after the barge lock had received a direct hit - it has lain derelict
and it is now proposed to fill in the 'crater' that still remains. A mere £im would
see it completely renewed.
The R. Victoria barge lock is a further instance of the way the PLA conduct their
affairs. This lock was completely restored for barge traffic some 5 or 6 years ago
at a cost of £m approximately, much to the elation of the lighter-men.
It is now closed "except for emergencies" thus (to quote the Union representative of
the lighter-men) "the lighterage trade has received a further kick in the teeth".
Both Leamouth and Limehouse Dock are well-placed to take advantage of the dock trade
if these b rge locks were available to them but as things stand every possible obsta-
cle is being placed before the river traders and it is to be reckoned that only by
gathering everyone concerned together and forming a united front (a proposal of this
nature was made by the River Thames Society just after the Board's Grand Union Canal
Scheme was announced) can we hope to even halt the downward trend of the River trade,
let alone positively reverse it.
I think we can do it, because behind the lightermen is the Transport Development Group
who, with Vokins, Hay's Wharf an Cory & Sons Groups, are the major owners of the
lighterage trade. Maybe a visit to France (Dunkerque) or even Yugoslaviawould help
us to realise the possibilities but ideas of that nature can be ‘kept on the boil!
until we know how many of the Branch Members are ready to support the Group 'in per-
petuity' or on a part-time basis.
We do possess some advantages (more than we realise) and the sooner we can put these
to work the sooner will our aims be met.
P. Stevenson.
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Let your FIRST CHOICE
be from the LARGEST
selection of BOATS & ENGINES
in the country at

LADYLINE
the Boat Showrooms of Great Britain

ー

HEAD OFFICE:

Drayton Marina, Betton Road, Market Drayton, Shropshire,

Tel: Market Drayton 3101/3102/2267
Barbridge Marina, Barbridge, Nantwich, Cheshire, Tel : Wettenhall 682 683.
Lymm Marina, Warrington Lane, Lymm, Cheshire, Tel: Lymm 2945.
Thorne Marina, Hatfield Road, Thorne, Nr. Doncastar, Yorks. Tel : Thorne 812316
Braunston Marina, Braunston, Nr. Rugby, Warks. Tel: Braunston 325 and 216.
Hanbury Marina, Hanbury Road, Droitwich, Worcs. Tel: Droitwich 3002.
Mountsorrel Marine Centre, 14-20 Loughborough Road, Mountsorrel, Nr. Loughborough Leics. я
Tel: Rothley 2144

The Swag Boat Centre, Barns, Lane, Stubber’'s Green, Nr. Aldridge, Staffordshire,
Tel: Aldridge 55448
Nor’ West, Marina, Canal Wharf, Galgate, Nr. Lancaster, Tel: Galgate 368
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Be it
CABIN
CRUISERS

or

SAILING
BOATS

LADYLINE
THE BIG NAME IN BOATING

or
RUNABOUTS
and
INFLATABLES

and
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(OHFWULF 6KDYLQJ SRLQW
/DUJH 5HIULJHUDWRU
)RUPLFD 6XUIDFHV
(OHFWULF /LJKWV
)RDP &XVKLRQV
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+RW ZDWHU WR DOO FDELQV
/DUJH IXOO\ 2SHQLQJ ZLQGRZV
*DV FRRNLQJ ZLWK RYHQ DQG JULOO
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| NEW PASSENGER LAUNCH

| “HARRY STEVENS”
| Scenic Cruise between Guildford and Godalming

| LEROYS BOAT HOUSE,
Millbrook Guildford. Telephone Guildford 4494

| NANTWICH PLEASURE CRAFT
| BASIN END . NANTWICH . CHESHIRE

| New Fleet of 4-8 berth Steel Hulled Canal Cruisers
| È *Showers *Refrigerators

Featuring
*Deisel Engines *Excellent kitchen layout

| Write for Brochure: Simolda Ltd. Martin Street, Crewe. Cheshire
| Tel: Crewe 57411-3 lines.

CANAL PLEASURBCRAFT (Stourport) LTD.
STOURPORT-ON-SEVERN, WORCS. Tel: 2970
Established in 1950 and the first to design and build Motor Cruisers

especially for use on the whole of the Canal and River network.
2 to 6 berth cruisers for hire

Electric Shaving point
Large Refrigerator
Formica Surfaces
Electric Lights
Foam Cushions

Closed-circuit Keel Cooling
Hot water to all cabins
Large fully opening windows
Gas cooking with oven and grill
Pye Transistor built-in radio

Model A 3000
Capacity length 22 ft.E

-hoat”trailers)
Model 14/800 KD
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Illustrated Brochure on request

Available from 200 Ibs. to
36 cwt. capacity, for boats
from 10 ft. to 28 ft. in length.
Write for our fully illustrated
folders giving details of all
models.

Capacity weight 800 Ibs.
Capacity length 14 ft.

LEW-WAYS LTD.
Watling Street, Cannock,
Staffs.
Telephone: Brownhills 2565


